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There are many people who are quite satisfied in describing 
the month of February as the month of love. Calendars 
remind us of the importance of showing our love and care 
for those close to us in this second month of the year.
	 But, I would also like to put forward that February is a 
month for leadership! Growing up, many of us remember 
two February holidays in recognition of two great leaders 
in our country: Washington and Lincoln. We got two 
days off from school! We now have combined those 
two observances into one day in which all presidential 
contributions are recognized by one national holiday. This 
year, as many new leaders take office in January across 
our country, we will begin to see the first fruits of their 
leadership at work during the month of February. So, 
February is not just a month for lovers, but also for leaders!
	 What about leadership in the home? In the family? Is 
there such a thing? You bet there is!  
	 Here are a few S-I-G-Ns of leadership for your 
consideration as you carry out parenting responsibilities 
within your home: 

Sacrificing
The parent, as leader in the home who exhibits this quality, 
is willing to sacrifice and serve his or her children and family 
members in nearly any way possible to improve the quality 
of life for individuals, or the family as a whole. Sacrificing 
puts the needs and concerns of others ahead of one’s self. 

Inspiring
The parent as leader seeks to bring the aspect of the 
Christian faith to the daily activities of family life. The 
spiritual resources of life are put into practice—everything 

from the teaching of 
meal prayers, reading 
the Bible, having family 
devotions to faith-related 
conversations. Faith is 
lifted up and stirred up in 
the home.

Guarding
The parent as leader practices an acute awareness for the 
safety and well-being of all family members, not just for 
young children—but throughout the life span and even into 
adulthood. For many parents, this is very instinctual, but in 
a complex 21st century world, there are concerns and issues 
that arise on a daily basis that need attention and action to 
secure the safety and well-being of others in the family.

Nudging
The parent as leader promotes forward-thinking and helps 
family members to set realistic goals, and supports the 
efforts to meet such goals. The nudging parent leader 
maintains balance and recognizes the various levels of 
potential in each family member.

	 Do you see these present in your life? Do you desire 
to grow stronger in some of these areas? We all would 
hope we could improve our skills in one or more of these 
attributes and thus become more effective as parents. Is this 
a complete list of leadership attributes for parents—not by 
any means! Rather, a short and helpful checklist to consider 
not just during the month of February, but throughout the 
entire year.  

n Steve Christopher

The Signs of 
(Family) Leadership

®
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“Return to the Lord!” 
 

“Now return to the LORD your God, for He is gracious 
and compassionate, slow to anger, abounding in loving 
kindness.” Joel 2:13 (ESV) 
 

The common theme of Lent – “Return to the Lord!” 
Yet for us as Christians, it is a theme of Mission as well – our 
call to our friends, neighbors, family members, co-workers  and 
even the stranger that we meet at the coffee shop – “Return to 
the Lord … for He is gracious and compassionate, slow to 
anger and abounding in loving kindness!” 
 

Did you notice I left out “your God”? 
 

Is He our God if we do not know Him?  Is He our God if we 
neglect to worship Him?  Is He our God if we find every reason 
to stay away from Him?  Is He our God if we look to other 
things for our comfort or our peace?  Is He our God if we only 
use His name in a way that is cursing Him?  Is He our God if 
we have forgotten Him in our daily lives?  Is He our God if we 
are afraid of coming back to Him?  Is He our God if we think 
we have it all figured out and then begin to believe that we are 
better than those who are not connected to God?  Is He our 
God …… 
 

YES!  HE IS OUR GOD! 
 

He is our God as He calls us to come back, to return to Him 
where we find a compassionate and loving God who desires to 
have a deep relationship with us.  He is our God who forgives 
us for all our disobedience and neglect of His Word and His 
worship.  He is our God who welcomes us with open arms no 
matter how long we have strayed away. 
 

Our God desires for all of us to “Return to the Lord” where we 
find the strength and peace that comes with His loving 
kindness.  God’s grace is given freely to those who do not 
deserve it and to those who think they have earned it.  Our 
God loves us so much that He welcomes all, even the proud 
and boastful, to come to Him to find rest from the burdens we 
bear. 
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It is time to “Return to the Lord!”  Here at Trinity you are welcome and will be 
received with open arms.  It is our mission to “Lift High the Cross” – or as I put it, to 
“Connect People with Jesus ~ Building Homes of Faith!”  It is my ministry goal to 
reach out to all – those who do not know Jesus and to those who have misplaced 
Him in their life.  It is our purpose to bring the loving arms of God through our care 
and nurturing of all His people to find Christ in our midst.  WE WILL LOVE YOU AT 
TRINITY!  If you question this or this has not been your past experience, then please 
come see me.  I would love to lift up the cross of Jesus Christ so that you might find 
peace there. 
I had a phone call recently – they wanted to know if they would be welcomed at 
Trinity – if we had “rules” before they could be welcomed.  I told them that I wanted 
people to see the peace of Christ and know His love for them and that our mission 
was not to pass judgment, but to be in relationship with them in Christ. 
It is time to “Return to the Lord!”  Come worship with us.  Come pray with us.  Come 
learn with us in Bible Study.  Come share the love of Christ in His Sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper.  Our hearts and our doors are opened.  You are welcome here! 
 

Together in His Mission! 
 

Pastor Gillam 

“Christ’s Ambassadors” 
“In Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting 
their trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of 
reconciliation. And God has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God 
were making his appeal through us.” 2 Cor. 5:19, 20 ESV 

Our God is a God of reconciliation. As we move into the Lenten season, we see God’s work 
of reconciliation in and through the words and life of Jesus Christ. We very quickly realize 
that He didn’t come to earth to just show humanity what being perfect is all about. He didn’t 
even come to show us how we had things all wrong and how to do it right. He came to 
reconcile: to reconcile us with our loving God and to reconcile us with our fellow human 
beings. 
Sometimes in our lives it’s easy to become detached. It’s easy for relationships to become 
destroyed and for us to become disconnected…from other people, from the church, from 
God.  But it is into the midst of that detachment and that disconnection that Christ comes, 
and through him God reconciles us—he reattaches and reconnects us to Himself and he 
restores our relationships with each other. 
And He doesn’t stop there. He makes us His ambassadors and entrusts us with that message 
of reconciliation. God has given us a mission, and that mission is twofold: to lovingly connect 
with people and to connect people to the love of Jesus.  It isn’t a mission that we act out 
only toward those of our picking and choosing. God makes his appeal through us to  
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08 Genesis 18:16-19:38 
Matthew 6:25-7:14 
Psalm 8:1-9 
Proverbs 2:6-15  
 
09 Genesis 20:1-22:24 
Matthew 7:15-29 
Psalm 9:1-12 
Proverbs 2:16-22  
      
10 Genesis 23:1-24:51 
Matthew 8:1-17 
Psalm 9:13-20 
Proverbs 3:1-6  
 
11 Genesis 24:52-26:16 
Matthew 8:18-34 
Psalm 10:1-15 
Proverbs 3:7-8  
      
12 Genesis 26:17-27:46 
Matthew 9:1-17 
Psalm 10:16-18 
Proverbs 3:9-10  
 
13 Genesis 28:1-29:35 
Matthew 9:18-38 
Psalm 11:1-7 
Proverbs 3:11-12  
      
14 Genesis 30:1-31:16 
Matthew 10:1-23 
Psalm 12:1-8 
Proverbs 3:13-15  

15 Genesis 31:17-32:12 
Matthew 10:24-11:6 
Psalm 13:1-6 
Proverbs 3:16-18  
 
16 Genesis 32:13-34:31 
Matthew 11:7-30 
Psalm 14:1-7 
Proverbs 3:19-20  
 
17 Genesis 35:1-36:43 
Matthew 12:1-21 
Psalm 15:1-5 
Proverbs 3:21-26  
      
18 Genesis 37:1-38:30 
Matthew 12:22-45 
Psalm 16:1-11 
Proverbs 3:27-32  
 
19 Genesis 39:1-41:16 
Matthew 12:46-13:23 
Psalm 17:1-15 
Proverbs 3:33-35  
      
20 Genesis 41:17-42:17 
Matthew 13:24-46 
Psalm 18:1-15 
Proverbs 4:1-6  
 
21 Genesis 42:18-43:34 
Matthew 13:47-14:12 
Psalm 18:16-36 
Proverbs 4:7-10  

01 Genesis 1:1-2:25 
Matthew 1:1-2:12 
Psalm 1:1-6 
Proverbs 1:1-6  
      
02 Genesis 3:1-4:26 
Matthew 2:13-3:6 
Psalm 2:1-12 
Proverbs 1:7-9  
 
03 Genesis 5:1-7:24 
Matthew 3:7-4:11 
Psalm 3:1-8 
Proverbs 1:10-19  
      
04 Genesis 8:1-10:32 
Matthew 4:12-25 
Psalm 4:1-8 
Proverbs 1:20-23  
 
05 Genesis 11:1-13:4 
Matthew 5:1-26 
Psalm 5:1-12 
Proverbs 1:24-28  
      
06 Genesis 13:5-15:21 
Matthew 5:27-48 
Psalm 6:1-10 
Proverbs 1:29-33  
 
07 Genesis 16:1-18:15 
Matthew 6:1-24 
Psalm 7:1-17 
Proverbs 2:1-5  

22 Genesis 44:1-45:28 
Matthew 14:13-36 
Psalm 18:37-50 
Proverbs 4:11-13  
 
23 Genesis 46:1-47:31 
Matthew 15:1-28 
Psalm 19:1-14 
Proverbs 4:14-19  
      
24 Genesis 48:1-49:33 
Matthew 15:29-16:12 
Psalm 20:1-9 
Proverbs 4:20-27  
 
25 Genesis 50:1 - Exodus 2:10 
Matthew 16:13-17:9 
Psalm 21:1-13 
Proverbs 5:1-6  
      
26 Exodus 2:11-3:22 
Matthew 17:10-27 
Psalm 22:1-18 
Proverbs 5:7-14  
 
27 Exodus 4:1-5:21 
Matthew 18:1-20 
Psalm 22:19-31 
Proverbs 5:15-21  
      
28 Exodus 5:22-7:25 
Matthew 18:21-19:12 
Psalm 23:1-6 
Proverbs 5:22-23  

February 2010 

everyone that we come into contact with. God gives us the message to share with all people that 
he is a loving God and a healing God, a God that reconciles and restores. He is a God that 
welcomes all into his family and wraps each and every one of us in his loving arms. What a joyful 
message and what a remarkable mission God has entrusted to us, and it all starts with the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus, our Lord. 

In His Service, 
Vicar Leigeber 
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Lenten Worship 

Faith Development Opportunities 

Weekly Bible CONNECTIONS & ChristCare Groups 
 

Sunday BIBLE CONNECTIONS 
9:15-10:15 

Adults 
• A study of different religions. 
• C Champs meet in the library at the school. 
Youth 
• Ages 2 yrs – Kindergarten meet in the classrooms west of the fellowship hall. 
• 1st-8th grade meet in classrooms at the school. 
• High School Age meet in the Youth Room at the school. 

 
Mid-Week Confirmation Classes 
Lent begins with Ash Wednesday on Wednesday, February 17th.   Beginning that evening  
classes will run from 6:00-6:50 through March 24th.   This will enable all the students and 
their families to attend the 7:00 p.m. Lenten service.  The students may also come and eat 
beginning at 5:00 p.m. at the freewill offering dinners in the church fellowship hall. 
 
ChristCare Leader Training 
Our small group ministry is ready to grow!    We will soon begin a training of caring 
people to serve as ChristCare Group Leaders.   This 16-week training will strengthen your 
skills in caring, listening, and facilitating discussion in a small group setting.   If you or 
someone you know is interested in this kind of service to the Lord contact Eunice McCarty at 
382-0753.   
 

LENTEN MIDWEEK WORSHIP SERVICES BEGIN IN FEBRUARY— 
 

Lenten services will be held on Wednesdays at 4:00pm and 7:00pm.   
(Please note that there will not be a 10:00am worship service.) 

 

Wednesday, February 17—Ash Wednesday Communion Services 
Wednesday, February 24—Lenten Worship 

 
Join us for supper in the church fellowship hall each Wednesday before the 
Lenten midweek services. Serving begins at 5:00 p.m.  

February 17—spaghetti, salad, & dessert sponsored by Heartland Lutheran Booster Club 
February 24—open 
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Consecrated, Lord, To Thee 
Consecration Sunday is March 21, 2010 

                     Ministry Fair is March 21, 2010 

Many of you know the stewardship hymn that says “Take my life and let it be, Consecrated, Lord To 
Thee.” That hymn reminds us that all of life is an act of stewardship in response to God’s grace in Jesus 
Christ. This year our Consecrated Stewards emphasis expands its scope to allow opportunities for service 
with time and talents through a Ministry Opportunity Fair on March 21 and through activities that will 
help us establish a program of year-round, whole-life stewardship in our congregation. 

Consecrated, Lord, to Thee helps grow people; not just contribute to the working of the church. The call 
to commitment is based on the biblical philosophy of the need of the giver to give in joyful response to 
God’s grace, rather than on the need of the church to receive. It is not based on the budgetary needs of 
the church, but on the desire to have each person grow in discipleship. Opportunity for growth in 
discipleship will take place during the Sundays February 28 through March 21. 

• The personal witness of some of our members. 
• Encouragement and resources for prayer. 
• Celebration of the various ministries of our congregation and community and an opportunity to 

commit our time and talent to those ministries at a Ministry Fair on March 21 
• A series of sermons and Bible studies on Sunday mornings, including a special Bible study on 

March 14 led by Pastor Marion Von Rentzell. Pastor Von Rentzell will also be our guest proclaimer 
on Consecration Sunday. 

• Consecration Sunday activities on March 21, including: 
• Opportunity to make a faith-based financial commitment during the worship service. 
• A special fellowship and Celebration Luncheon for all the Trinity family. 

As has been the case in the past, the encouragement to commitment on Consecration Sunday takes 
place within the context of the morning worship service. Our Guest Leader will conduct a brief period of 
instruction and inspiration, and then ask our attendees and members to respond to God’s leading 
through a financial commitment that represents a step forward in grace-motivated giving. 
Every attendee and member who completes a CS Response Card does so voluntarily by attending 
morning worship on Consecration Sunday. We also urge people to attend who feel strongly opposed to 
completing a card. The procedure is done in such a way that no one feels personal embarrassment if he 
or she chooses not to fill out a card. Consecrated, Lord, to Thee works with people where they are and 
when they are ready. Members make their commitments as a confidential act of worship. 

We will do no home solicitation to ask people to complete cards. Since we will make no follow-up visits 
to ask people to complete their cards, we will make every effort to inform, inspire, and commit everyone 
to attend Consecration Sunday worship and the spiritual growth opportunities leading up to that date. 
Thanks in advance for your enthusiastic participation in our “Consecrated, Lord, to Thee” events. 

Dave Richardson, Chairman  
Board of Stewards 

Consecrated Stewards 



Missions 

1. Orphan Grain Train shipped 256,608 “Kids Against Hunger” meals to Haiti on January 19 
and again on January 26. The meals cost 25 cents each. If you would like to help with 
the continuing relief effort you can send monetary donations directly to Orphan Grain 
Train, PO Box 1466, Norfolk, Ne 68702-1466. Checks should be made payable to Orphan 
Grain Train and write “Haiti“ on the memo line.  

 
2.  Possible Mission Trips for 2010  

 

Tanzania – early June – working in villages near Mwadui and the Ulowa area south 
of Isaka – east and south of Mwanza (Lake Victoria), Tanzania 
Contact Pastor Gillam for more information.  
 

Thailand – partnering with Lutheran Hour Ministries doing work in Bangkok and 
other areas of Thailand.  Contact Pastor Gillam for more information.  
 

Russia and the Baltic countries in April to work with social ministries such as 
orphanages, prisons, hospitals, and nursing homes – trip is nearly full – contact 
Pastor Reehl for more information. 
 

Guatemala to work wit Servant’s Heart Ministries with people who live near the 
dump in Guatemala City – Dates are open. Contact Jon Heinrich for more 
information. 
 

El Paso, Texas and Juarez, Mexico to work with the Ysleta Mission to conduct 
Bible schools had help with social ministries. Dates are open. Contact Jon Heinrich 
for more information. 
 

Alaska next July or August to teach Vacation Bible School. Contact Jon Heinrich for 
more information. 
 

All of the above trips except for Alaska require a valid current passport. Some scholarship 
money is available by application through the Trinity Mission Team and the Nebraska 
District Office. Fund raising efforts are also possible. 

 
3.  The Mission Team is looking for  more people in our congregation who would like to be 
a part of this exciting and God-centered work of carrying out the “Great Commission” 
through our congregation. If you would like to be a part of our dynamic and active Mission 
Team, contact  the church office at 382-0753 or Jon at 381-6327. 
 
4.  You are invited to join Pastor Ron Benson of First Lutheran Church (Papillion, NE) on an 
unforgettable encounter with your Christian heritage!  This summer, he will be hosting an 
11-day tour to Oberammergau, Germany for the Passion Play and will tour Germany 
following the footsteps of Martin Luther.  The trip includes visits to Berlin, Wittenberg, 
Eisleben, Erfurt, Eisenach, Rudesheim, Mainz, Worms, Hedelberg, Rothenburg, Augsburg, 
Oberammergau and Munich..  The tour is July 21-31 and the tour cost (excluding air) is 
$3199 per person.  The Passion Play only happens once every ten years, so don’t miss out.  
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